special proteid associated with iron, is rich in several peculiar carbonaceous pigments ; that although the formation of the white cells of the blood seems to be mainly the duty of the lymphatic glands proper, yet the spleen shares in this function.
It is not proven that any of these functions of the spleen go on actively when the organ is of normal size, and when the circulation in it simply follows the ordinary course of the vessels. It seems necessary for full functional activity that the meshes of the organ should be filled with blood from the vessels that open into its network ; but this normal enlargement of the spleen occurs, probably, several times a day, and functional activity, therefore, is in no danger of falling into abeyance. Such a diurnal erethism seems to be active rather than passive, and may be induced by the irritation of vasodilator fibres in the solar plexus, or of fibres that have their origin in the medulla oblongata. Few In a case lately seen, where the patient had been ill for a year, the heart was dilated, there was a haemic bruit, the liver was enlarged, the spleen occupied most of the left half of the abdomen, the proportion of white cells in the blood was much increased, and there was great debility and a very cachectic look.
In another case, with similar symptoms, the spleen, which had been very large, became reduced in size, whilst the increased proportion of the liver persisted. 
